121025 Meeting
Tuesday, January 7, 2025
10:55 AM
 
Start Time 10AM
End Time 1108AM
 
Attendees
Jim McClelland (MBC)
Jason Blankenship (MBC)
Michael Letson (MBC)
Alex McCann (S&S)
Clayton Heitz (Kokosing)
Mary Logan So (Igel)
Ed Hammond (Igel)
Drew Williams (Great Lakes)
Devin Dotson (Ruhlin)
Mike Muzychenko (Great Lakes)
John Dorsey (OH811)
Dave Coniglio (OCA)
Zach Sandman (Prus)
Derrick Mellott (A&A)
Brian Hawkins (Barrett)
Chris Glass (Trucco)
Jason Tucker (Great Lakes) via Zoom
Jason Broyles (OH811) via Zoom
Katie Woodhall (Beaver) via Zoom
Hunter Fabian (Capitol Tunneling) via Zoom
Adam Murphy (Marsh McLennan) via Zoom
 
 
Welcome/Introductions
 
 
OUPS Updates - Jason Broyles and Mary Logan So provided the group with updates on the HB227 and the following subcommittees:
· HB227
· Conversations continue around exemption for roadway milling operations.  Special committee meetings being held by OUDPC with positive discussions among attendees.  Special committee being chaired by Mary Logan So for contractors and Scott Mergler for utilities.  The next meeting will be held via Zoom on 12/15/25 at 1PM.
 
· New subcommittees with OUDPC being formed in 2026 to address questions and if changes may necessary and sent to OUDPC for vote to move forward.  Subcommittee to review Nondestructive Manner and duties of an excavator.  Also a new subcommittee to review UTC in 3781 and 4913.
 
· Recruiting for contractors to get involved continues for all subcommittees.  Clayton Heitz, Mary Logan So and Dave Coniglio made "pitches" for more contractor involvement and explained meeting are held to 1 hour and all completed electronically.
 
· Mary So discussed current issues surrounding Complex ticket process.  Utilities wanting to control the process and they want the ability to demand a meeting (currently only the contractor may initiate the process).  Utilities and contractors differ on defining what is/not "complex" and the decision for classification should remain w/contractors. 
 
· Mary So shared issues surrounding unmarked new installs that are not yet on the "grid".  No federal mandate currently exists on how long utility organizations have to "report" the new install.  Some utilities average 10+mths before reporting.  Causes delays and is safety concern for contractors.
 
· Mary So stated abandoned lines continues to be discussed and we are hopeful that language may make it out committee for full vote at OUDPC.  ODOT was credited with "getting the ball rolling" as abandoned lines were addressed during the budget renewal few months ago.  Discussions are continuing concerning potential language.
 
· Mary So shared that new software is being tested with OH811.  The updated software offers many features that may help contractors manage tickets more efficiently.  Mary is "testing" the product at Igel and has been really impressed with the ease of use.  She was also excited to share with the group that the software has digital white lining capabilities that could be available for everyone in the future.  Dig Logics (new software) as OH811 is will begin gradually discontinuing the current system.  There was a lot of interest surrounding this update and Mary has offered to hold an L&D session for all contractors to help with use of system.  Ballpark costs for the software range from $7K - $20K per year depending on the number of users.
 
 
 
Safety Award Winners - DC congratulated the 2026 OCA Safety Award winners.  He shared with the group how the # of applicants has steadily increased each year and there about 25 applied for the award.  All members are encouraged to apply for the award.
· Trucco 
· Miller Brothers
· Capitol Tunneling
· Union Industrial Contractors
· APBN
· Cleveland Barricading
· Rietschlin Construction
 
 
Old Business
· None 
 
 
New Business
· iReport Safety Consulting - DC shared that OCA member iReport has expanded their services and suggested members get quote when needing safety services on various projects.
· Safety training and inspections
· EE's are 1099
· Services throughout OH, KY, IN
 
· 2026 L&D
· You be the Jury
· Construction incident and deconstruct the event and discuss
· How to defend the claim
· Global and CJ 
· JHA
· How to complete and utilize them
· Large emphasis from project owners 
· Geared to superintendent level
 
 
· 2026 Winter Conference - DC requested ideas for 2026 winter conference education sessions.  The Committee was interested in the following: 
· Safety Technology
· What tools are available to contractors
· Panel about AI options (roundtable)
· How are you using these tools?
 
· Safety Leadership
 
· DOT Compliance
· Assistance with FMC regulations
 
· Mary So discussed concerns surrounding appointment scheduling for diagnostic testing (MRI, CT, etc.) has become an issue for BWC self-insured employers when someone is injured.  The issue arises in the amount of time it takes to actually get an appointment scheduled, sometimes having to wait 10-15 days.  The delay is costly for contractors and potentially causes and injury to become lost time due to the amount of days spent waiting either off work or in transitional duties   A Columbus surgery center is open to discussions about purchasing additional machine if enough employers were willing to utilize their services. 
